


Driven by society’s move to a digital economy
and the urgent need to act on climate change, 
the mobility sector is going through a major transformation. 
Celebrating 25 years of successfully fostering automotive 
R&D this year, EUCAR invites you to its 2019 Reception 
and Conference to jointly explore how Europe will research, 
innovate and succeed in the next 25 years.

The 2019 EUCAR Reception and Conference provides
an opportunity to witness tangible evidence  
of tomorrow’s mobility and brings together all relevant 
stakeholders to debate the future of mobility.

 
Welcome and thank you 
for bringing your expertise to our event.



9.00 REGISTRATION, EXHIBITION & DEMONSTRATION

9.30 WELCOME AND OPENING

 Désirée Duray | Moderator 

 Stefan Deix | Director, EUCAR

 Clara de la Torre 
 Deputy Director General, DG CLIMA

 Wolfgang Müller-Pietralla 
 Director Corporate Foresight, Volkswagen AG

10.30 NETWORKING COFFEE, EXHIBITION  
 & DEMONSTRATION

10.50 NEW ERA OF MOBILITY

 Alexander Siebeneich 
 Head of Innovations, Patents and Alternative 
 Mobility in SEAT and Industrial Director of CARNET

 Felix Lee  | Overseas Managing Director, 
 EHANG intelligent equipment Ltd.

 Adrian Killham 
 Senior Vice President, Honda R&D Europe UK

12.00 LIGHTNING ROUND

12.10 NETWORKING LUNCH, EXHIBITION 
 & DEMONSTRATION

14.00 CONNECTED AUTOMATED VEHICLES

 Aria Etemad
 Senior Project Manager, Volkswagen AG

 Urban Wass | Senior Vice President Research
 & Innovation Policy, Volvo Group

 Tamir Bechor 
 Professor, Co-founder of CYMOTIVE Technologies

15.15 SUMMARY AND WAY FORWARD

 Carla Gohin
 Chief Technology Officer
 Research & Innovation Senior Vice President,  
 PSA Peugeot Citroen

15.30 NETWORKING COFFEE

16.30 END OF CONFERENCE

18.30 WELCOME DRINKS AND REGISTRATION

19.30 WELCOME AND OPENING

 Axel Heinrich 
 Executive Director Group Innovation,  
 Volkswagen AG, EUCAR Chairman 2019

 Wolfgang Burtscher 
 Deputy Director General, DG RTD

20.00 WALKING DINNER

22.00 END OF RECEPTION

Reception
WEDNESDAY  06 NOVEMBER

Conference
THURSDAY  07 NOVEMBER



Wolfgang Burtscher has been Deputy Director-General of the 

European Commission’s Directorate-General for Research and 

Innovation since 2009 and has meanwhile been responsible for 

a wide range of policy development and implementation issues 

pertaining to both the EU research and innovation framework 

programmes and broader EU research and innovation policy.

From 2000 to 2009, Mr Burtscher was Director in the European 

Commission’s Directorate-General for Agriculture.

Before joining the European Commission in 2000, Mr Burtscher 

was representative of the Länder at the Austrian Permanent 

Representation to the EU. From 1992 to 1996, Mr Burtscher was 

Director of European Affairs in the Vorarlberg administration. 

Previously, from 1990 to 1992, he was a legal advisor at the 

European Free Trade Association (EFTA) in Geneva, at the time of 

negotiations on the European Economic Area (EEA). From 1983 to 

1990, he was a lecturer in International and European Law at the 

University of Innsbruck. Mr Burtscher holds a doctorate in law and 

also has a qualification from the Institut Européen des Hautes 

Etudes Internationales in Nice.

Wolfgang Burtscher

DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL, 
DG R&I, EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Clara de la Torre

DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL, 
DG CLIMA, EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Since 1 September 2019, Clara de la Torre is appointed Deputy Di-

rector-General in the Directorate-General for Climate Action. Until 

31 October 2019, she was Director for ‘Transport’ in the Directo-

rate-General for Research & Innovation at the European Commis-

sion. Previously, starting in 2014, she was responsible for the dos-

sier ‘Key Enabling Technologies’, following a 3-years’ appointment 

as Director in the field of ‘Research and Innovation.’  In her first post 

as a Director, from 2008 to 2010, she was in charge of ‘Inter-institu-

tional and legal matters related to the Framework Programme’ at 

the European Commission. After a couple of years in private sec-

tor, her professional career was focussing on the research policies 

which became the springboard to working opportunities at the Eu-

ropean Commission in 1987. In the late 90’s, she was dealing with 

‘National Research Policies & Intergovernmental Cooperation.’ She 

was also working at the EU Joint Research Centre both in Brussels 

and Seville, where she was Advisor to the Director of the Institute 

for Prospective Technological Studies.  Clara de la Torre has a de-

gree in Economics and Business Administration from the Universi-

dad Autónoma of Madrid.

Axel Heinrich

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR GROUP INNOVATION, 
VOLKSWAGEN AG, EUCAR CHAIRMAN 2019

From 1992 to 2013, Dr Heinrich held various leading positions in the 

Technical Development division of Volkswagen Aktiengesellschaft. 

In 2006, Dr Axel Heinrich took over as head of the subdivision 

Vehicle Projects, Architecture and Processes. Following this, from 

2007 to 2013, he held an identical position in the subdivision for 

Interactive Electronics, which is responsible for functions such as 

Group modular infotainment platform (MIB), mobile online services 

and the driver assistance systems. Since April 2013, he has ma-

naged the subdivision for System Integration and Energy Systems 

including development areas such as vehicle architectures and 

networks, high-voltage battery systems with cell module/cell and 

various system tests. 

 

Born in Gifhorn, Germany, in 1963, Dr Heinrich is married and has 

three children. 



Alexander graduated as an engineer for Plastic Technologies at the 

FHD in Darmstadt. 

In 1994 he started his career in the Volkswagen AG in Wolfsburg as 

a project leader for fuel systems.  

After four years he changed to the Predevelopment Department 

and was responsible for new solutions in fuels system. 

In 2000 he moved to the Research Department of Volkswagen, 

where he was in charge of developing new interior concepts for 

research cars. In this time he also led ambitious projects like minimal 

fuel consumption and autonomous driving delivery cars. 

After almost 17 years in the Research Department he took the 

responsibility of the Department of Innovation, Patents and Future 

Mobility at SEAT and the industrial direction of CARNET (future 

mobility hub created by VW Group Innovation, SEAT and the 

Polytechnic University of Barcelona, which aims to create solutions 

for the future urban mobility).  

The most remarkable projects which have been developed in the 

last three years are the MaaS Catalonia (Mobility as a Service), the 

Autonomous Driving challenge 2017/2018 and the KIC-Mobilus 

(European Institute for Technology), which has turned the city of 

Barcelona into the European center of urban mobility solutions.

Since 1992, the diploma biologist Wolfgang Müller-Pietralla 

has been employed by the Volkswagen Group. First, he was 

responsible for the development of a group-wide environment 

management system. From 1997 to 2002, he held several 

creative and conceptualizing functions for the AUTOSTADT GmbH 

in Wolfsburg. Since its establishment in 2002, he has been leading 

the department of corporate foresight at Volkswagen Group 

Research, focusing on environmental analyses and the research of 

relevant future transformations. He is responsible for the transfer 

of future-driven knowledge into strategic management processes, 

mobility concepts and innovations. Since October 2010 Wolfgang 

Müller-Pietralla has been holding lectures within the master`s 

program for future studies at the FU Berlin and is a member of 

the board of trustees of the Fraunhofer ISI. Moreover, he is also a 

member of the future circle of the federal Ministry of Education 

and Research, as well as an advisory board member of the Digital 

Council of the Representation of Lower Saxony and the itt in Berlin.

Alexander Siebeneich

HEAD OF INNOVATIONS, PATENTS
 AND ALTERNATIVE MOBILITY IN SEAT 
AND INDUSTRIAL DIRECTOR OF CARNET

Wolfgang Müller-Pietralla

DIRECTOR CORPORATE FORESIGHT, 
VOLKSWAGEN AG

Felix Lee 

OVERSEAS MANAGING DIRECTOR, EHANG 
INTELLIGENT EQUIPMENT LTD.

Adrian Killham

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, 
HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 
EUROPE (UK) LTD 

Adrian graduated in Mechanical Engineering from Coventry Univer-

sity and has since spent 35 years in the Automotive industry. In 

his early years at Rover, he was active in applying advanced 5-Axis 

NC machining & programming techniques to produce automotive 

body press tools and complex high-pressure die casting tools. 

Three years after joining Honda of the UK Manufacturing in 1991, he 

transferred to Honda R&D UK, and was invited to join the UK deve-

lopment team for the Civic Aerodeck, and after two years studying 

vehicle development at Honda R&D headquarters in Tochigi, Japan, 

he returned and established the Automotive Engineering depart-

ment of the UK Honda R&D operation. In 2011 he was assigned as 

the Large Project Leader for the European-developed Civic Tourer. 

He is now leading the UK branch of the European R&D operation 

and its transformation towards a sustainable contributor of Hon-

da’s connected mobility, utility & energy products & services.

Felix is the overseas managing director at EHang, an intelligent aerial 

vehicle company with integrated capacities of R&D, developing a 

series of user-friendly, safe, intelligent and efficient Autonomous 

Aerial Vehicles (AAV), air mobility solutions, smart city management 

solutions, aerial media solutions, and other commercial solutions. 

Felix is EHang’s cross border investment, industrialisation, projects 

and business specialist with deep technological know-how in 

various sectors and international business development expertise. 

Before that Felix operatively supported portfolio companies in 

booming Asian markets. He led the China Growth strategy and 

strategic business development and took care of the portfolio 

companies´ set up in China. Earlier he built up the production 

facilities and distribution channels for a European photovoltaic solar 

panel and lighting producer, building the business from scratch to 

1.2 billion Euros. 

Felix has a Ph.D in Economics and a master in business informatics. 

Fluent in German, English and Chinese, Felix builds the bridge 

between China and Europe. With 15 years of cross border business 

development experience and a strong track record of successful 

technology transfer and Asian Europe expansion, he is a strong 

pillar of EHang future success.



Torsten Klein graduated as Dipl. Inform. at the Technical University 

in Berlin. Since 2017 he has been Senior Vice President Research 

at MAN Truck and Bus AG, Munich. Previously he worked as Project 

Manager, Scientific Associate in the Department of Research and 

Technology at DaimlerChrysler AG in Berlin. Prior to this he worked 

as Business Unit Manager and Business Team Manager at Carmeq 

GmbH in Berlin as well as Managing Director in the electronics for 

transportation s.r.o., Praha, Czech Republic.  

Aria Etemad is Senior Project Manager at Volkswagen Group 

Innovation where is working in the area of Advanced Driver Assistance 

Systems (ADAS) and Automated Driving. Since 2008 he has been 

Coordinator of European flagship projects in the field: euroFOT, 

the first European large-scale field operational test for studying 

the benefit of ADAS on traffic safety and efficiency; interactIVe, 

which dealt with the development of the next generation of ADAS 

that autonomously brakes and steers to avoid vehicle collisions; 

and AdaptIVe, a major European effort for developing Automated 

Driving Applications & Technologies. He currently leads L3Pilot, 

a large-scale European pilot for bringing SAE level 3 automated 

vehicles to European roads.

Torsten Klein

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, 
MAN TRUCK & BUS SE

Aria Etemad

SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER, 
VOLKSWAGEN GROUP INNOVATION

Tamir Bechor

PROFESSOR, CO-FOUNDER 
OF CYMOTIVE TECHNOLOGIES

Carla Gohin

CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER
RESEARCH & INNOVATION SENIOR VICE 
PRESIDENT, PSA PEUGEOT CITROEN

Graduate from Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’Arts et Métiers and 

with a Master’s degree in applied mechanics, Carla Gohin began 

her career at PSA Peugeot Citroën in 1999 as a cost optimisation 

manager. 

Between 2002 and 2010, she was in charge of various developments 

in the powertrain adaptations perimeter. 

In 2010, she was given responsibility for the technical coordination 

of the Group’s Research & Development Department. 

In 2014, Ms  Gohin was appointed Executive Assistant to Carlos 

Tavares, Chairman of PSA Peugeot Citroen Managing Board. 

Tamir Bechor is a professor in Claremont Graduate University. 

His research examines the nature of cyber-threats that shape the 

digital economy and offers strategies by which companies build 

digital trust.

Bechor is a co-founder of an automotive cyber security company 

CYMOTIVE Technologies developing next generation of cyber 

security solutions for connected/autonomous vehicles. Bechor 

has a track record in providing comprehensive information and 

cybersecurity solutions worldwide for a range of technologies and 

industries.



Désirée Duray is a German-Dutch moderator, multilingual presenter, 

international journalist, speaker and media-coach based in Cologne 

(Germany), Amsterdam (Netherlands) and Bahrain (Middle East).

Désirée is at the very top of the presenting scene in Europe and 

beyond - interacting with heads of state and very senior company 

CEO’s, working for mayor EU organizations as well as international 

blue chip corporations worldwide.

She hosts TV and WebTV shows, all kinds of business and social 

events, galas, symposia, congresses, conferences and trade shows 

- mainly in English, German and Dutch.

Stefan Deix graduated as physicist at the University of Vienna. 

Since 2015 he has been Director of EUCAR, the European Council 

for Automotive R&D. EUCAR members are the major European 

passenger car and commercial vehicle manufacturers. The European 

automobile manufacturers are the largest private investors in R&D 

in Europe with over €57 billion investment per year. Stefan Deix was 

Director for Research & Innovation at CLEPA (European Association 

of Automotive Suppliers) facilitating the Research and Innovation 

Working Group activities. Before that he was working at AIT 

Austrian Institute of Technology in the Department Mobility. He was 

appointed research coordinator for Austria, research area leader for 

road safety and elected Chairman of the research coordinators at 

FEHRL (Forum of European Highway Research Laboratories).

Désirée Duray

MODERATOR

Stefan Deix

DIRECTOR, EUROPEAN COUNCIL 
FOR AUTOMOTIVE R&D (EUCAR) 



T H E  M E M B E R S



EUCAR
Avenue des Nerviens 85
1040 Brussels | Belgium
T. +32 2 738 73 52


