
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
Automotive research and innovation delivering new era of mobility 

 

 The future of road transport is being redefined by digitalisation and automation.  
 This will change how we move from A to B, and the way vehicles are used, sold and 

owned in the future. 
 Connectivity will enable entirely new levels of cooperation between all players in the 

mobility sector, including vehicle operators, road users and authorities. 

Brussels, 8 November 2019 – The incredible pace at which the automotive industry is 
transforming, and the key role that research and innovation (R&I) play in this, was 
highlighted at the EUCAR conference ‘Navigating a New Era of Mobility’ in Brussels. 

At this occasion, the European Council for Automotive R&D (EUCAR) also celebrated its 25th 
anniversary by looking back at hundreds of EUCAR projects that delivered real world 
benefits to society. Even more important were the timely discussions with experts on the 
current and future challenges facing Europe’s automotive sector. 

Wolfgang Burtscher, Deputy Director General for Research and Innovation at the European 
Commission, focussed on how to address those major challenges through Horizon Europe, 
the EU’s next R&I framework programme. "There can be no doubt that the automotive 
sector has an important and urgent role to play in fighting climate change," the VIP speaker 
underlined. 

Burtscher: "One of the specific objectives of Horizon Europe is to generate knowledge, to 
strengthen the impact of research and innovation in developing, supporting and 
implementing Union policies, and to support the access to and uptake of innovative 
solutions in European industry and society to address global challenges, including climate 
change and the Sustainable Development Goals." 

Axel Heinrich, Chairman of EUCAR,  provided the industry’s perspective on the way forward. 
"Indeed, the aim of EUCAR is to contribute to safe, clean and affordable mobility by 
delivering clear societal benefits," said Heinrich, who is Executive Director Group Innovation 
at Volkswagen AG. "Throughout the years, we have created a unique enabling 
environment for pre-competitive, automotive research. This has put Europe in the driver’s 
seat of automotive R&I around the world." 

*** 



About EUCAR 
 EUCAR is the European Council for Automotive R&D of the major European 

passenger car and commercial vehicle manufacturers.  
 EUCAR facilitates and coordinates pre-competitive research and innovation 

projects and its members participate in a wide range of collaborative 
European R&D programmes.  

 European automobile manufacturers are the largest private investors in R&D 
in Europe, investing over €57 billion per annum.  

 EUCAR members are BMW Group, CNH Industrial, DAF Trucks, Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles (FCA), Ford of Europe, Honda R&D Europe, Hyundai Motor 
Europe, Jaguar Land Rover, PSA Group, Renault Group, Toyota Motor Europe, 
Volkswagen Group, Volvo Cars and Volvo Group.  

 EUCAR is legally part of ACEA with independent decision-making for R&D 

 

 Contact EUCAR at +32 2 7387352 or eucar@eucar.be 

 

 


